Running head: THE US SECRET SERVICE MISSION AND HOW IT CONTRIBUTES TO HOMELAND SECURITY	2
THE US SECRET SERVICE MISSION AND HOW IT CONTRIBUTES TO HOMELAND SECURITY	2






The US Secret Service Mission and How it Contributes to Homeland Security
Student’s Name
Institutional Affiliations


The US Secret Service Mission and How it Contributes to Homeland Security
The US Secret Service is an elite balance of the department of homeland security. It is an agency that is charged with the responsibility of conducting criminal investigations and protecting the leaders of the nation and their families (Homeland Security, 2020). The agency consists of a group of well-trained agents that are required to offer protection to the leaders of the country, including the president (Homeland Security, 2020). They ensure that their security is enhanced at all times and that the members of their families are also well protected. This is in order to prevent a scenario in which the presidential family members or any other leaders are abducted and used as a bait to compromise the security of the country. The mission of the secrete service is to protect the nation’s leaders and also safeguard the financial and critical infrastructure of the US.
It is also important to note that the agency is also charged with the responsibility of investigating the payment and financial systems of the United States to ensure that there are no illegal payments that may come into the country and thus contribute to the security of the nation being threatened (Homeland Security, 2020; Bowen & Neal, 2019). The special agents analyze the financial and critical structure of the United States with a mission of identifying dubious transactions that may be used for terrorism activities or any other form of attack on American soil. The agency is believed to have been formed bout 154 years ago and has since grown in membership due to the need for security for both the leaders of the country and the families.
The agency, therefore, contributes to homeland security through the protection of the president and other significant leaders. The leaders form a critical part of the security strategy of the country as they are an easy target for those who would like to commit great harm to the nation. Therefore, enhancing the security of these leaders goes a long way in ensuring that the security of the country is enhanced. Therefore, by engaging in the protection of such leaders, the secret service plays an important role in ensuring national security and hence homeland security. The agency also works in tandem with other agencies within the homeland security to ensure that the country is safe by helping in investigations of crimes linked to leaders (Bowen & Neal, 2019). They ask for critical information that may have been picked by other agencies and thus analyze them to determine the threat that either the leaders or the country face. The same information is then used to assess the need for executive order in terms of issuing strikes that are meant to protect the country. This way, the secret service helps to enhance homeland security. The National Security Council thereby authorizes the use of force to defend the country through the directive of the president.
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